
HOLY CROSS 
This Month 

Earth Month (see attached calendar) 
April 1– Easter Monday 
April 3– World Autism Day 
April 5– HC Dance 
April 6– Crusaders’ Rockfest 
April 8– P A Day (no classes) 
April 11-Kiwanis Music Festival 
April 18-Cabaret Talent Show 
               7-10 pm Café 
April 19– Report Cards home 
April 24-28– NYC Music Trip 
April 25– Midterm Marks Due 
April 28– Pitch in Kingston Day 
April 29– Spring Uniform Begins 
 
Graduation Thursday June 27th 

Visit our website at www.hctoday.ca 

Catholic Secondary School  April 2024 

Principal’s Message 

My hope is that all people were able to find some joy and 

rest over the Easter weekend.   In this Easter season, let us 

rejoice and be glad for our blessings and hopeful for bet-

ter days to come in our community and our world. 

Spring means an increase of foot traffic in our neighbour-

hood, with students travelling to the Metro Plaza as well as 

to the shops along Woodbine and Bayridge Road.  Please 

be careful along the roads, but also be conscious of our 

neighbours.  It is disrespectful to leave any items on the 

ground, whether on sidewalks or front lawns.   Please make 

an effort to be good neighbourhood members. 

Congratulations to Samara DeJonge, recipient of a 

Queen’s Chancellor’s Award. 

Good luck to all those students who are awaiting responses 

from their college, university  and apprenticeship applica-

tions.  Be sure to follow all steps of the process carefully.  

We are starting the transition process for our incoming 

grade eight students, always a time of excitement.   

Many thanks to those who submitted school nickname sug-

gestions – a smaller group will go through the names to 

consider their ramifications, and then a vote will be put out 

to the whole school, in later April of May. 

The optional spring uniform will begin on Monday, April 

29th.   Information about obtaining a new spring uniform 

can be found on our school website.   

Early plans are in the works for a June graduation celebra-

tion, on Thursday, June 27th.   More to come. 

There are so many activities coming up in the next few 

weeks:  a school dance this Friday, Crusaders’ Rockfest  

open to all) this Saturday, and a night of parent 

engagement (Screenagers – teens’ mental health 

and social media) on Thursday, April 11th.  See more 

information about each of these exciting events  

further along in the newsletter. 

Congratulations to all of the winter sports teams, 

good luck to the spring sports just starting up, and all 

the best to those participating in Kiwanis and Caba-

ret.  We are a busy school, blessed with so many 

opportunities for people to shine in all different as-

pects of extracurricular school life. 

 

Terri Daniel 



SOLAR ECLIPSE 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Solar eclipse:  

The upcoming solar eclipse on April 8 will be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. The eclipse process is expected to start at 
approximately 2:09 p.m., peaking at 3:22, and end with the full re-emergence of the sun at 4:34 p.m. The ALCDSB is 
facilitating the distribution of viewing glasses as a courtesy provided by Queens University Department of Physics, Engi-
neering Physics and Astronomy. We are not mandating participation in this event, however if you do choose to partici-

pate in active viewing, please consider the following tips provided by the local Health Units:  

 

Here are some tips to help your family enjoy the event safely: 

• Looking at the sun without proper eye protection can cause permanent vision damage. Solar eclipse glasses that 

meet international standard ISO 12312-2 are needed to safely view the eclipse. 

• Regular sunglasses, no matter how dark, will not protect your eyes. 

• When using eclipse glasses, ensure they are not scratched or damaged. 

• Don’t use a regular camera or phone lens to view the eclipse. It can hurt your eyes and your device. 

It is important to supervise children during solar viewing activities to ensure they don’t look at the sun without proper pro-

tection. 

 

If you or your child experience any vision changes after the eclipse, contact your optometrist promptly. You can 

also contact 811 to get health advice from a registered nurse. 

 

For more information, visit kflaph.ca/SolarEclipse or Solar Eclipse Safety - Hastings Prince Edward Public Health 

(hpepublichealth.ca) 

 

 
Darcey French BFA, B.ED, M.ED, OCT 
Superintendent of Education 



Coming up in May 
 

May 1– Response to OCAS offers due 
 
May 2– Catholic Education Week Mass 
 
May 6-10– Catholic Education Week 
 
May 10– Montreal Grad Trip 
 
May 20– Victoria Day 
 
May 22-25– Dance Trip 
 
May 29– Genesis Awards 7-10pm 

 
 
Graduation Thursday June 27th 
 
 
 

Contact Us 
Check on-line for more information at www.hctoday.ca 

Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

1085 Woodbine Road, Kingston, Ontario, K7P 2V9 

(613) 384-1919  

Instagram: @holycrosskingston 

Twitter: @HolyCrossCSS 

After School Numeracy Gr 9 and Gr 10 

Room 108 

Starting Feb 14 

Wednesdays 2:45-3:45pm 
 

See Ms Costa Silva for more info 
 

Our semester 2, Grade 9 Math EQAO Dates :  

 Wednesday June 12th and  

Thursday June 13th  



PASTORAL NEWS 

 Happy Easter! We hope everyone had a time of spiritual growth during Lent, and 

that Holy Week and Easter brought the opportunity to contemplate the mystery of 

Christ’s death and resurrection. We are overjoyed to be in the Easter Season, a time of 

light and joy! 

 A big thank you to Ms. Check-Drumm and her grade 10 drama class for leading this 

year’s Stations of the Cross services. Their tableaus of each station were powerfully 

depicted Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross, helping us to appreciate the depth of God’s 

love. I would also like to thank the entire Holy Cross community for the generous contri-

butions to our Lenten fundraiser supporting Martha’s Table. 

 In April, we look forward to various faith development opportunities for staff and 

students. On Monday, April 8th, staff will have a faith day focusing on God’s gift of 

creation and Pope Francis’ writings on environmental stewardship. We will also continue 

to provide reconciliation liturgies to religion classes. I would ask you to please pray for 

a fruitful faith day for staff, and for students as they continue to encounter God’s mercy 

in the Sacrament of Confession! 

 Looking forward to May, we have our next school Mass on May 2nd, followed by 

Catholic Education Week from May 6th-10th. Also of note is the Graduation Retreat Trip 

to Montreal on Friday, May 10th. There is limited availability and spaces are filling up! 

If you are in grade 12 and interested in attending, be sure to contact Mr. Cotman! It 

promises to be a highlight of the year and your time at Holy Cross. 

 My prayers go out to all staff, students, and families for a blessed Easter Season. 

Along with warmer weather, may this time of joy bring renewed faith and hope! 

 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 

Colossians 3:1 

 



 

Holy Cross Beacons of Hope 

We believe there are many students whose contributions to our Catholic schools and the wider 
community reflect our Catholic virtues. Not likely to be recognized in other venues, these unsung 

heroes contribute to the betterment of the community with dedication, integrity and gentle spirit.  

Parker Gaulton and Brett Pruefer are  Holy Cross Beacons of Hope 



Holy Cross is proud of Drew Crampton, 
Chester Lam, Wesley Pearce, and Pet-
ronella Summers for their strong show-
ing at OFSAA Swim in Toronto on 
March 5-6th.  Special mention to Petro-
nella who placed 10th in the province 

for her 50m freestyle event” 

Holy Cross Swims at OFSAA 



 

College/University Information 

A reminder that university and college applicants should check their university/college account to 

review their transcript information.  Also, students should be award that they must accept offers of 

admission in their OUAC or OCAS accounts by the deadline dates indicated by the postsecondary 

institution.  The transmission of mid-term marks to OCAS and to OUAC will be on April 25th.   

 

Full Disclosure Date 

The full disclosure date is on Thursday, April 25th.  Grade 12 students who wish to withdraw from a 

course that is not required for graduation or post-secondary purposes should discuss their request 

with their guidance counsellor before that date.  If a student withdraws from a course after the full 

disclosure date, the mark for the withdrawn course will appear on the student’s transcript.   

 

Graduation Date 

This year’s graduation date will be on Thursday, June 27th.  More details will be made available in 

May. 

 

Community Service Hours 

Graduating grade 12 students are reminded that they require 40 hours of community involvement 

activities.  Grade 12s should submit their community service hours form to Student Services by  

May 1st. 

 

ALCDSB Summer School – e-Learning 

E-Learning courses will be offered by ALCDSB in July over 4 weeks. Courses are delivered on-line 

and are asynchronous.  More information will become available once the course offerings are  

finalized. 

Counsellor’s Corner 



Thanks to Community Spirit 

Gaming Centre for supporting 

Holy Cross Students 













Student Council News 

 

 

 

 

March was a month of rest and relaxation, and it also gave us lots to look forward to.   

The 21st of March was World Down Syndrome Day. To celebrate this, students wore fun, colourful 
socks. It was great to see people around the school show their support for this meaningful day.  

On March 27th, students were surprised with an easter egg hunt in their first period class. Each 
class had 40 eggs hidden for students to find. Everyone had lots of fun finding the eggs, and this activity 
helped get students get in the Easter spirit.  

We are super excited to announce our glow in the dark themed semi formal dance on Friday, 
April 5th , in the Holy Cross Cafetorium. This event will be open to all grades, and students are allowed to 
bring a friend from another school. If a student chooses to bring a friend, they must include their friend’s 
school and grade when buying a ticket. The doors will open at 7pm and close at 8pm, with the dance 
ending at 10pm. Tickets started going on sale Wednesday, March 27th, and they’re going fast. Get one 
before they’re gone!  

The election process for next year’s student council is soon! Stay tuned for more information. If 
you are a grade 11 student and plan on running for next year’s council, feel free to talk to a current coun-
cil member. We are more than happy to answer any of your questions!  

With another month in the books, we’re excited to see what April has in store for our school community.  



 

 





 

 


