
HOLY CROSS 
This Month 

Nov 1– Take Our Kid to Work 
               Day Gr 9 
Nov 1– Academic Excellence  
     Assemblies 
Nov 3– Pasta Dinner fundraiser 
Nov 6-12 Treaties Recognition Week 
Nov 9– Remembrance Day Liturgy 
Nov 10– International Accounting  
                Day 
Nov 10– P D Day 
Nov 11– Remembrance Day 
Nov 15– Sure Fire Study Hacks evening 
Nov 16– Mid Term marks to parents 
Nov 17– Midterm marks to OUAC 
Nov 19-25 Bullying Awareness and  
                 Prevention Week 
Nov 20 - OSSLT week Gr 10s 
Nov 23– Full disclosure date 
Nov 24– Winter Dance 

Visit our website at www.hctoday.ca 

Catholic Secondary School  November 2023 

Principal’s Message 

 Welcome all to the month of November.   We have 
had a very good fall this year, with so many wonderful 
things to reflect on.   Just today, as the Grade Nines par-
ticipate in Take a Kid to Work, we celebrated the aca-
demic achievements of students in the other grades.   We 
took note of being blessed beyond belief, along with Or-
lando Bowen’s message to our school community that even 
challenges are a gift from God.   Thanks to Student Ser-
vices for organizing an important event where we cele-

brate one another. 

 What a busy time it has been with many clubs starting 
up, students preparing for midterms and the fall season 
wrapping up.   Our golfers captured KASSAA Gold – con-
gratulations to Cash McDonnell, Aiden Knott, Jay Dalgleish, 
Noah Chin, Aaron Bilow, Caleb Jeffs, Lauren Douglas, and 
Rachel Hunter, along with the coaches.   Our boys’ golf 
team battled hard at EOSSAA, eventually tying the OFSAA 
bronze medalists in regulation and losing on the playoff 
hole. Our cross-country team had a strong season, with the 
senior girls team (Claire Hamilton, Anna Kenney, Emily Ken-
ny, Ella Leblanc, and Sarah Irwin) capturing silver at 
EOSSAA and heading to OFSAA this year.   The field hock-
ey team won KASSAA for the third year in a row and are 
currently in Milton, seeded FIRST at OFSSAA, a first for 
Kingston area field hockey teams – sending you all of our 
good vibes and confidence, athletes and coaches!    With 
quarter and semifinals underway this week, our teams are 

looking strong.   Good luck to all.    

 As the fall season wraps up, just a note of thanks to the 
many volunteer coaches whose time and expertise allows 
our student athletes to broaden their school experi-
ence.  Congratulations to all student athletes and good luck 

to any heading in to playoffs or OFSAA experiences. 

 Report cards will be sent out electronically on Novem-
ber 16th.   Good luck to all students who are navigating the 
semester system for the first time;  you’ve got this.   Mam-
ma Mia tickets go on sale on November 22nd – I imagine 

these will sell out quickly.   The stage looks great and we  

keep hearing snippets from rehearsals.    You will not 

want to miss this show! 

 The world is facing some difficult times right now 
and the uncertainties can be really daunting to man-
age.   I don’t have any answers but do know that col-
lectively, and with the grace of God, this too shall 
pass.   My prayers are with all members of our commu-
nity who face difficulties at this time.   On this All Saints 
Day, we reach out to find support and solace and, in 
this community, we ask St. Brother Andre Bessette, our 

patron saint, for his ongoing support. 

 

Terri Daniel  
Principal 



 
Counsellors’ Corner 

Post-Secondary Information 

 Grade 12 students interested in applying to Ontario Colleges and Universities can do so with their Ontario Education 
Number (OEN) which can be found on the student report card.  Ontario college applications are available on 
www.ontariocolleges.ca and Ontario university applications can be found on www.ouac.on.ca.  Students are reminded to 
check their credit summary to ensure all requirements are fulfilled for graduation and post-secondary applications.  The 
Post-Secondary information presentations can be viewed on the HCtoday.ca website, as well as on the Guidance Page 
which is found on students’ virtual commons.  Students are also reminded that they must complete 40 hours of community 
service – please submit the community service completion form to Student Services. 

The Ontario University Regional Fair will take place on Monday, November 13th from 5- 9pm at Queen’s Athletics & 

Recreation Center.  Representatives from all Ontario universities will be available to answer questions and provide in-

formation regarding their programs.  Students are also encouraged to attend open houses and information sessions to 

learn more about individual post-secondary institutions.  

Take Our Kids to Work Day – Wednesday, November 1 

Take Our Kids to Work Day for Grade Nine students will take place on Wednesday, November 1. This opportunity is 

an annual career exploration event that takes place across Canada. Grade 9 students are encouraged to spend the 

day at the workplace of a parent, relative, friend or volunteer host. Benefits of this experience include helping students 

make connections between education and their future, fostering discussions with working professionals about the work 

they do, and allowing students to explore career options in practical ways. Permission forms were distributed in students’ 

period 1 class. 

Queen’s Chancellor’s Scholarship 

The deadline date for Queen’s Major Entrance Scholarships and Awards is December 8. Students interested in being 

nominated for the Queen’s Chancellor’s Scholarship must submit a copy of their application to Mrs. Cantarutti by Novem-

ber 7 at 8:30am.  Students must have an average of 90% to be eligible.  Holy Cross can nominate 2 students for this 

award.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Cantarutti in Student Services. 

Rotary Youth Exchanges 

There are long term and short-term exchanges for the 2024/25 school year and the summer of 2024.  Ther registration 

deadline is December 1, 2023.  For application information go to Rotary District 7040 Youth Exchange 

(district7040ye.com) 



Coming up in December 
 
Dec 4-5 –Day of the Arts 
 
Dec 6 –9 Mamma Mia 
 
December 14– Advent Mass 
 
Dec 22– last day of classes for 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 8—First day of class for  
                     2024 

Contact Us 
Check on-line for more information at www.hctoday.ca 

Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

1085 Woodbine Road, Kingston, Ontario, K7P 2V9 

(613) 384-1919  

Instagram: @holycrosskingston 

Twitter: @HolyCrossCSS 



PASTORAL NEWS 

October brought many blessings to the Holy Cross community. On the liturgical front, Fr. Hibbard celebrated a 
school Mass for us observing the Thanksgiving season. We also began our religion class services in the St. André 
Bessette Chapel. This year’s class liturgies are focused on the theme of mercy and forgiveness, with students being 
given the option to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of the service. It has been beautiful to witness 

students taking advantage of this opportunity! 

 

Our Thanksgiving Food Drive brought in 800 lbs of food for the Partners in Mission Food Bank. A big thank you to 
everyone for contributing to this important cause at a time of high need. A special shout out to Mr. Healey’s class 
for bringing in the most items and winning a pizza lunch! Furthermore, Ms. Chapman and CICS organized a Hallow-
een Food Drive in support of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thank you to those students who offered their Hallow-
een evenings to collect food! CICS also resumed visits to Rosewood Retirement Home. Students carved pumpkins 

and shared stories with residents! 

 

November will be an active month for the chaplaincy team. Reconciliation liturgies for religion classes will continue, 
and we will have our schoolwide Remembrance Day Service on Thursday, November 9th. Make sure to stay tuned 

for details regarding a coat drive in support of the St. Mary’s Cathedral Drop-In Centre! 

 

Of note is that November begins with All Saints Day, commemorating both the known and unknown saints of the 
Church. We are invited to invoke their intercession in areas of our lives where we could use some extra support! 
We then move to All Souls’ Day on November 2nd, calling to mind and keeping in our hearts all who have died. 
Throughout the month of November, staff and students are invited to write down the name of a loved one who has 
died in our Book of Remembrance. Those names shared will be held in prayer. The book will be available on the 

prayer table in the foyer. 

 

In prayer, 

 

Nick Cotman, Chaplaincy Leader 







The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) measures whether students are meeting the mini-

mum standard for literacy across all subjects up to the end of Grade 9.  Successful completion of the liter-
acy test is one of the requirements to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma.  

 

Students in Grade 10 who are currently enrolled in English classes during Semester One will be 
taking part in the OSSLT during the week of November 20th. 

 

Students will complete the assessment in two sessions (Session A and Session B). Each session is de-
signed to be completed in 60 minutes, and students will complete each session in one sitting. Additional 
time will be provided for any students who require it. After completing both sessions, students will be pre-
sented with a questionnaire that asks them about their experiences, attitudes and perceptions with re-
spect to literacy.  

 

Students have the opportunity to become familiar with the online test and its platform through EQAO’s 
online practice test.  Holy Cross is also offering After School Literacy Sessions once per week for the next 
several weeks to help prepare students for this assessment.  Sessions will begin Wednesday, October 
4th and continue each Wednesday after school (October 5 to November 15).  Each session runs 
from 2:45 – 4:00 pm in Room 244 (with Ms. Downey). 

 

An Individual Student Report will be generated for each student after the scoring of the assessment and 
will be sent home late January/early February.  

 

For more information about EQAO and to view the full practice test, you are encouraged to visit EQAO’s 
website at www.eqao.com.  

 

 





STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Our Student Council had a very successful month of October filled with various events that took place! 

The 22nd annual “The Classic” basketball games were held on October 5th, where the Junior and Sen-

ior girls' teams faced off against Regiopolis Notre Dame. The teams were given T-shirts designed by 

Holy Cross student Abbey Besselink with an added quote, "Bigger Than Basketball". During the 

week of the Classic, both teams sold pink milkshakes and hosted a bake sale to raise funds for cancer 

research. Both the senior and junior teams dominated their games with huge wins! 

On October 13th, the council organized an exciting Pep Rally, aimed at showcasing our fall sports 

teams and fostering a sense of school spirit amongst students. The student body enthusiastically rallied 

behind our teams, eagerly anticipating the upcoming season. It was an inclusive gathering, welcoming 

both athletes and non-athletes. Following this spirited event, the junior and senior boys' football teams 

took to Caraco field to face off against the Frontenac Falcons.  

The week of October 30th to November 3rd was our Halloween spirit week. It was a big hit with lots of 

students participating. Monday featured Wacky Hair Day with a movie in the cafetorium at lunch. On 

Tuesday, we hosted Halloween Accessory Day with a lunchtime game of bingo in the caf and an epic 

presentation by staff. Wednesday was a half Spiritwear Day, where students were permitted to wear 

their spiritwear along with uniform bottoms. Thursday was Twin Day, and Friday was “Adam Sandler” 

day, where students dressed super casually, similarly to the famous actor, Adam Sandler. Along with 

this, we hosted a game of Family Feud at lunch in the caf starring Mr. Orser. 

October was a great month, and we are hoping to keep this positive energy going for the rest of the 

school year! Looking ahead to November, we are hosting our very first school dance of the school year 

on Friday November 24th. More details to come. 

 

Connect with us: 

 

Instagram: @holycrossstudentcouncil   X (formerly Twitter): @hcstudco 

Email: holycrosscouncil1986@gmail.com 






















