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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

June 28, 2016 
 
TO:  The Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School Community 
 
FROM: Doug Campbell 
  Controller of Plant and Planning Services 
 
SUBJECT: Update Regarding Environmental Monitoring at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School 
 
   
 I am writing on behalf of the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board to provide an update 
regarding environmental monitoring activities at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School.  
 
Background: 
 
As most residents of Belleville are aware, historic operations at the former Nortel Networks manufacturing 
facility, located immediately to the south of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School, resulted in some 
groundwater contamination in the area.  Groundwater samples obtained in the area contain evidence of 
some volatile organic compounds (VOCs) related to those once used in manufacturing operations at Nortel 
Networks.  This information has been widely reported in the media over the past 15 years. 
 
When the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board originally became aware of the 
groundwater contamination issues in 2001, the Board retained XCG Consultants, Environmental Engineers 
and Scientists to complete Environmental Site Assessments and a Site Specific Risk Assessment for the 
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School property.  The investigations by XCG included the installation of eight 
groundwater monitoring wells on the School property during the summer of 2001.  The assessments 
conducted by XCG Consultants between 2001 and 2004 concluded that, while there was some evidence of 
groundwater contamination beneath some areas of the Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School property, there 
was no evidence that this poses a significant health risk.  Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School is connected 
to the Municipal drinking water supply and does not use the groundwater. 
 
The Board has continued to retain XCG Consultants to complete annual air quality monitoring at Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic School for the past 15 years.  The annual air quality monitoring program has been 
conducted to ensure that there has been no significant vapour migration from the groundwater to the air 
either inside or immediately outside the school facility.  This air quality monitoring program has not 
discovered any evidence of VOCs that would pose a significant health risk to students and staff at the 
school.   
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As you might be aware, Nortel Networks is currently involved in bankruptcy proceedings whereby a Court-
appointed Monitor is in the process of dissolving the company and disposing of its assets.   The Board 
wants to ensure that adequate precautions remain in place once Nortel Networks no longer exists, 
precautions that will continue to maintain our School property in a safe condition.  The Board, with the 
oversight of the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) has recently agreed to a 
restorative action plan which obliges Nortel to complete work intended to further delineate the extent of 
groundwater contamination in the area.  The work plan includes the installation of some additional 
groundwater monitoring wells including several on the Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School property, as well 
as some sub-slab vapour probes beneath our school building.  Nortel has contracted with Golder 
Associates, Environmental Engineers to complete this work. 
 
Please be assured that recent and ongoing activities to bore additional monitoring wells and to conduct 
groundwater, soil vapour and air quality sampling on our school property are related to our desire to have 
this investigative work completed by Nortel Networks before the corporation is completely dissolved.  The 
recent activity is not a response to anything that has physically changed affecting the continued safety of 
students and staff at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School. 
 
Update: 
 
The Board has received some data from the recent air sampling investigations conducted by Golder 
Associates inside Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School, data which indicates some exceedances when 
measured against the MOECC’s most stringent standards for the volatile organic compound 
Trichloroethylene (TCE).  This data has been reviewed by both the MOECC and Public Health Ontario.  The 
MOECC has reassured us that the low concentration of TCE detected in some of the air samples, “is not 
expected to be associated with any immediate health effects and is of low concern”.  Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic School continues to be a safe school environment for students and staff. 
 
The Board will continue to work with our environmental consultants as well as with local and provincial 
experts and will proceed with work which has been recommended to address the recent air sampling 
results.  Upgrades to the ventilation systems which serve our school will be implemented during the summer 
in preparation for the coming school year.   The Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board is 
committed to continue with our air quality monitoring program to ensure that these improvements are 
effective and that Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School continues to be a safe environment for learning. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to me, Doug Campbell, at 
campbell@alcdsb.on.ca or to your School Principal, Mrs. Anne Miller millera@alcdsb.on.ca . 
 
For those who would like more information we will be hosting a Public Information Session at Our Lady 
of Fatima Catholic School at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, July 5th.  All are welcome to attend. 
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